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On the Nature of
Vernacular Architecture

Vernacular architecturehas been the subject of various, widespread

discussions. But what is ñvernaculararchitectureò?In posing this

question,we shouldnot overlook the questionof architectureitself and

takeit asgranted. If we understandthetruemeaningof ñarchitectureòthe

conceptof ñvernacularòchangesaccordinglyandremarkably,leadingus

in the directionof thecommitteeôsgoals; that is, in its simplestform, the

fact that architecture is neither the ñarchitectònor the ñworkof

architectureò,but the evaluation of how well the human needs and

demandsadaptto thecapacitiesof theenvironment.

If we put aside the idea of architectureas buildings or as designing

buildingsaccordingto the whims of the architect, be it his materialor

spiritual inclinations, and instead, consider the architect as someone

determiningpeopleôsmaterial and spiritual needsand exposinghidden

andevidentopportunitiesfoundin nature; someonewho makes use of
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