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Dr. MahdiHodjat
President of ICOMOS Iran

On the Nature of
Vernacular Architecture

Vernacular architecture has been the subject of various, widespread
discussions But what is A v er n aa wlha rt dnc posing éhds ?
question,we should not overlook the questionof architectureitself and
takeit asgranted If we understandhetrue meaningoffi ar ¢ h i thes ¢
conceptof i v e r n achandesaccondinglyand remarkably,leadingus
in the directionof thec o mmi tgdalg #hdiis, in its simplestform, the
fact that architectureis neither the i a r ¢ h nar ¢he fi w o rofk
ar c hi t but theuavaduation of how well the human needsand
demandsdaptto the capacitieof theenvironment

If we put aside the idea of architectureas buildings or as designing
buildings accordingto the whims of the architect, be it his materialor
spiritual inclinations, and instead, consider the architect as someone
determiningp e o p matediadand spiritual needsand exposinghidden
andevidentopportunitiefoundin nature someonavho makes use of
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